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Russell McDonel Notes

The following notes were gathered during an interview with Mr. McDonel at the time of his donation 8-20-04.

1. Mr. McDonel was a member of the Co. A 33rd Engineer Bn. 7th Armored Division during WWII. He described his unit as one of the forward observer units. At the time he was drafted, he was 27 years of age and had a family.

2. Mr. McDonel remembers being the only trained or “true” engineer in his unit.

3. During the war he was assigned as a mine detector and spent much of his time dealing with explosives. The skills required for this duty were learned “on the job” because the day that his unit was to learn the skill in basic training, McDonel was assigned to K.P. duty.

4. When asked about the mine detectors he remarked “no respect for it” and “was useless”. The person he replaced as mine detector “got blown up.”
5. He encountered several different types of mines during his service. He remarked about crawling around in the dirt using his knife to search for mines. Mostly found German and Italian mines including shoe mines.

6. He was wounded at the opening of the Battle of the Bulge as a shot went through the left bicep muscle (November 29th 1944). His unit was surrounded shortly after and he had to wait till morning to make his way to the rear for medical attention. He remembers sleeping that night on a bed of straw. In the mean time he was administered a shot of morphine by a fellow soldier named “Miles.” The next morning, still under the influence of the drug, he made his way toward the rear. He left his rifle with his unit and wandered between the bursting shells. At this time he still doesn’t know or remember much of how he made it between the “bursting shells.” As he was headed back he came across a German machinegun nest. McDonel took a grenade from the front of his jacket and pulled the pin. He convinced the Germans in the nest to surrender and took them prisoner. The three boot knives he donated are from this encounter.
7. His recuperation took place in the 5th General hospital located near Liverpool England. During his time in the hospital he remembered hearing the “V-bombs” or “V-Rockets.”

8. He returned to his unit in the following March.

9. When asked about his thoughts on General Patton, he remarked “my whole division hated Patton.”

10. He picked up 5 pistols after the surrender of Germany. He sent them home and his son has the paperwork on the pistols. His son has one of the ones that remain. It is a Lugar that was picked up off a civilian. McDonel took the pistol while he and his fellow soldiers were disarming a village. It is marked as follows: Grip LD94, Serial Number 4941, and there is an eagle on the right side barrel.

11. In 1960 Mr. McDonel wrote his reminiscences of service in an article that was published in Stars and Stripes.
